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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning Objectives 
(CCSS)/(NJSLS) 
 

Assessment 
(How the student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 
 

 

Suggested Length of 

Study and Dates 
 

-What risks are you 

willing to take for 

your family? 
-What environmental 

issues are important 

to you?  What can you 

do to help the 

environment? 
-What makes a person 

loyal? 
-What family values 

are important? 
-How do you safely 

stand up for a cause? 
-What value do you 

put on money? Is 

money 

important?  How can 

money change a 

person’s character? 
 

NJSLSA.R1. Read 

closely to determine 

what the text says 

explicitly and to make 

logical inferences and 

relevant connections 

from it; cite specific 

textual evidence when 

writing or speaking to 

support conclusions 

drawn from the text. 

  

NJSLSA.R2. Determine 

central ideas or themes 

of a text and analyze 

their development; 

summarize the key 

supporting details and 

ideas. 
  

NJSLSA.R3. Analyze 

how and why 

individuals, events, and 

ideas develop and 

interact over the course 

of a text. 

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret 

 Open-ended 

responses 

 Matching: 

Vocabulary 

definitions 

 Short answer 

 Essay: theme based 

 Small group 

discussion 

 Whole group 

discussion 

 Foreshadowing and 

flashback analysis 

 Character traits with 

evidence 

 Plotline 

 Multiple choice: parts 

of speech 

 Journal entries 

making personal 

connections to the 

text 

 Journal entries from a 

character’s point of 

view 

 

8-10 weeks 
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words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, 

including determining 

technical, connotative, 

and figurative 

meanings, and analyze 

how specific word 

choices shape meaning 

or tone. 

  

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze 

the structure of texts, 

including how specific 

sentences, paragraphs, 

and larger portions of 

the text (e.g., a section, 

chapter, scene, or 

stanza) relate to each 

other and the whole. 
  

NJSLSA.R6. Assess 

how point of view or 

purpose shapes the 

content and style of a 

text. 
  

NJSLSA.R10. Read and 

comprehend complex 

literary and 

informational texts 

independently and 

proficiently with 
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scaffolding as needed. 

  

NJSLSA.W2. Write 

informative/explanatory 

texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas 

and information clearly 

and accurately through 

the effective selection, 

organization, and 

analysis of content. 

  

NJSLSA.W3. Write 

narratives to develop 

real or imagined 

experiences or events 

using effective 

technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-

structured event 

sequences. 
 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce 

clear and coherent 

writing in which the 

development, 

organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 
  

NJSLSA.W5. Develop 

and strengthen writing 



Hanover Township Public Schools 

Language Arts Curriculum 

                                     Grade: 6  
 

as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a 

new approach. 
  

NJSLSA.W6. Use 

technology, including 

the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing and 

to interact and 

collaborate with others. 

  

NJSLSA.W9. Draw 

evidence from literary 

or informational texts 

to support analysis, 

reflection, and 

research.  

  

NJSLSA.W10. Write 

routinely over extended 

time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of tasks, 

purposes, and 

audiences. 
  

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare 

for and participate 
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effectively in a range of 

conversations and 

collaborations with 

diverse partners, 

building on others’ 

ideas and expressing 

their own clearly and 

persuasively. 
  

NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate 

a speaker’s point of 

view, reasoning, and use 

of evidence and 

rhetoric. 
  

NJSLSA.SL4. Present 

information, findings, 

and supporting 

evidence such that 

listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning and 

the organization, 

development, and style 

are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 
  

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt 

speech to a variety of 

contexts and 

communicative tasks, 

demonstrating 

command of formal 
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English when indicated 

or appropriate. 
  

NJSLSA.L1. 

Demonstrate command 

of the conventions of 

standard English 

grammar and usage 

when writing or 

speaking. 
  

NJSLSA.L2. 

Demonstrate command 

of the conventions of 

standard English 

capitalization, 

punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

  

NJSLSA.L3. Apply 

knowledge of language 

to understand how 

language functions in 

different contexts, to 

make effective choices 

for meaning or style, 

and to comprehend 

more fully when 

reading or listening. 
  

NJSLSA.L4. Determine 

or clarify the meaning 
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of unknown and 

multiple-meaning 

words and phrases by 

using context clues, 

analyzing meaningful 

word parts, and 

consulting general and 

specialized reference 

materials, as 

appropriate. 
  

NJSLSA.L5. 

Demonstrate 

understanding of word 

relationships and 

nuances in word 

meanings. 
  

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire 

and use accurately a 

range of general 

academic and domain-

specific words and 

phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening 

at the college and career 

readiness level; 

demonstrate 

independence in 

gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when 
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encountering an 

unknown term 

important to 

comprehension or 

expression. 
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Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 
GOALS 
     
 

 

 

              

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          
 Make connections to text in essay form 

 Identify figurative language in text and apply to personal writings 

 Utilize context clues to put meaning to unfamiliar text 

 Use adjectives and adverbs correctly in writing.  

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS                                                
Students will understand that… 
 Some risks are not worth taking 

 Money does not always influence people in a positive way 

 Helping the environment is important 

 figurative language enhances writer’s stories 

 characters and people can change, grow, and learn 

 characters can have relatable problems and challenges 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 

 
1. What risks are you willing to take for 

others? 
2. How can people help the environment? 
3. What do you value in others?   
4. How important is money and can money 

change people for both the positive an 
the negative? 

5. How has the author incorporated 
figurative language into the 
text?  Specifically, flashbacks and 
foreshadowing. 

6. How have the main characters changed? 
7. What are some of the problems and/or 

challenges characters had to deal with 
and/or confront? 
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Acquisition 

Students will know…                                            
 How to construct an essay 

 How to implement techniques into their writing as they 
develop their own writing style 

Students will be skilled at…                 
 Identifying literary elements 

 Using literary techniques in formal writing 

 Using specific details to support discussion and 
writing 
 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

Evaluative 
Criteria 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative 
Assessments 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S):                                                                                                              
 Do now activities 
 Grammar 
 Open-ended responses to text 
 Discussion: small group and whole group 
 Vocabulary 
 Vocabulary graphic organizers 
 Character trait charts with evidence 
 Personal connections to text 
 Venn diagrams 
 Timeline  
 Illustrations 
 Character cards 
 Journal entries 
 Sketches and illustrations of events 
 Story maps 
 Essay 
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Summative 
Assessments 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
 Vocabulary Assessments 
 Do now assessments 
 Grammar Assessments 
 Novel Test  
 ERB evaluation 
 Open-ended responses: rubric  
 Benchmark assessments/IXL 

 

 

 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 

 

 
o Technology/Websites 

ERB 
IXL 
Environmental research 
Newsela 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  Science: reading and watching environmental concerns of today 

 Science: reading about the concerns with today’s bodies of water 

 Math: Timeline of events 

Integration of Technology:  Use of google classroom, drive, doc, and slides 
 ERB 
 Newsela 

 IXL 

 Environmental websites 

Integrated accommodations and modifications for 

special education students, English language 

learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted 

and talented students, and students with 504 plans; 

  

Students with IEPs, 504s, and/or Students at Risk of Failure: 

-graphic organizers 

-modified assignments and assessments 

-modeling 

-peer groups 

-one on one support 

-chunking 

-highlighting 

-context clues 

-flashcards 

-note cards 

-sentence starters 

-writer’s checklist 

-rubrics 

 -verbal cues 

-Use of differentiated levels of and SmartScore goals on IXL 

Gifted & Talented Students: 
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 -more comprehensive writing challenges; incorporating additional figurative 

language, dialogue, and antidotes.   

-Use of differentiated levels of and SmartScore goals on IXL 

-more analytical writing topics 

-presentations 

-more advanced reading material 

-more developed journal entries 

-vocabulary challenges 

-deeper analysis of characters, setting, plot, and theme 

-personal and worldly connections to text 

 

English Language Learners:  

 Provide reading materials in native language 

 Use of translation apps on Ipad 

 Collaboration with ESL instructor 

  Use of differentiated levels, Spanish language assignments, and 

SmartScore goals on IXL 

 

Formative, summative, benchmark and alternative 

assessments 

  

 Cumulative benchmarks assessments 
 ERB assessment 

 Rubric scored open-ended responses 

 Novel test 

 Grammar assessments 
 Rubric scored essay 

 Vocabulary assessments 

 “Do Now” assessments 
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NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills.  Evidence must include explicit citations of Standards 9.1 Personal Finance, 9.2 Career 

Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training, and 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills.  The citations for each unit must include links to the standards for 

NJSLS CLKS (Career, Life, Key Skills).        

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

 
NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  (21st Century Themes and Skills) 

Personal Finance Literacy 9.1 

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This 
standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, 

habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 

students to make informed decisions about personal 

finance. Financial literacy is an integral component 

of a student's college and career readiness, enabling 

students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, 

and successful careers 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 22-20 

Career Awareness Exploration 

Preparedness and Training  9.2 

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and 

Training. This standard outlines the importance of 

being knowledgeable about one's interests and 

talents, and being well informed about 

postsecondary and career options, career planning, 

and career requirements 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/20

20%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 37-40 

Life Literacies and Key Skills  9.4 

Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard 
outline key literacies and technical skills such as 

critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, and 

technology literacy* that are critical for students to 

develop to live and work in an interconnected 

global economy 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/20

20%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 43-52 

  

9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give 
back through strengths, passions, goals, and 

other personal factors. 

.9.2.8.CAP.4: Explain how an individual’s 
online behavior (e.g., social networking, photo 
exchanges, video postings) may impact 

opportunities for employment or advancement. 

9.4.8.CI.1: Assess data gathered on varying 
perspectives on causes of climate change (e.g., 
cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), 

and determine how the data can best be used to 

design multiple potential solutions 

 

9.4.8.CT.3: Compare past problem-solving 
solutions to local, national, or global issues and 

analyze the factors that led to a positive or 

negative outcome. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 

Objectives (CCSS)/(NJSLS) 
 

Assessment 
(How the student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 
 

 

Suggested Length of Study and Dates 
 

How does an author 

create realistic, 

compelling narrators 

and speakers? 
 
How do literary 

devices affect tone and 

mood in a piece of 

literature? 
 
What impact do word 

choice, sentence 

structure, and sound 

devices have on a 

piece’s effectiveness? 
 

 

What writing 

techniques do authors 

use to elaborate and 

effectively 

communicate their 

messages? 
 
How is an author’s 

own experiences 

influential in his/her 

writing? 

NJSLSA.R2. Determine 

central ideas or themes of a 

text and analyze their 

development; summarize 

the key supporting details 

and ideas. 

NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how 

and why individuals, 

events, and ideas develop 

and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret 

words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including 

determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone. 

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the 

structure of texts, including 

how specific sentences, 

paragraphs, and larger 

portions of the text (e.g., a 

section, chapter, scene, or 

stanza) relate to each other 

and the whole. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how 

point of view or purpose 

shapes the content and 

 Group discussion 

 Think, Pair, Share 

 Subjective 

Comprehension 

Questions 

 Open-ended Writing 

Tasks, requiring 
textual evidence 

 Objective 

Assessments: 

multiple choice, 

matching, True/False 

 Exit tickets/Response 

journals 

 Oral Presentations 

 Research Paper 

 Creative Writing: 

personal narratives, 
scripts 

 

8-10 weeks 
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How does an author 

use connections to 

history to help get 

their message across? 
 
How do you construct 

an effective memoir 

that relates a personal 

experience in a 

compelling way? 
How do you construct 

an effective research 

report that adequately 

informs the reader of 

the topic? 
 
How do you research 

effectively? 
 
What is the difference 

between primary and 

secondary 

documents? How do 

you effectively use 

both? 
 
How do you cite your 

research in your 

piece? 
 

 

style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and 

reflect on how two or more 

texts address similar 

themes or topics in order to 

build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches 

the authors take. 

NJSLSA.R10. Read and 

comprehend complex 

literary and informational 

texts independently and 

proficiently with 

scaffolding as needed. 

NJSLSA.W2. Write 

informative/explanatory 

texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and 

accurately through the 

effective selection, 

organization, and analysis 

of content. 

NJSLSA.W3. Write 

narratives to develop real 

or imagined experiences or 

events using effective 

technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce 

clear and coherent writing 

in which the development, 

organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 
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NJSLSA.W5. Develop and 

strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach. 

NJSLSA.W6. Use 

technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and 

publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate 

with others. 

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct 

short as well as more 

sustained research 

projects, utilizing an 

inquiry-based research 

process, based on focused 

questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the 

subject under 

investigation. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather 

relevant information from 

multiple print and digital 

sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of 

each source, and integrate 

the information while 

avoiding plagiarism. 
 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw 

evidence from literary or 

informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 
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NJSLSA.W10. Write 

routinely over extended 

time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for 

and participate effectively 

in a range of conversations 

and collaborations with 

diverse partners, building 

on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own 

clearly and persuasively. 

NJSLSA.SL4. Present 

information, findings, and 

supporting evidence such 

that listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning and the 

organization, development, 

and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make 

strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays 

of data to express 

information and enhance 

understanding of 

presentations. 

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt 

speech to a variety of 

contexts and 
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communicative tasks, 

demonstrating command of 

formal English when 

indicated or appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate 

command of the 

conventions of standard 

English grammar and 

usage when writing or 

speaking. 

NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate 

command of the 

conventions of standard 

English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. 

NJSLSA.L3. Apply 

knowledge of language to 

understand how language 

functions in different 

contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or 

style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or 

listening.   

NJSLSA.L4. Determine or 

clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-

meaning words and 

phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing 

meaningful word parts, 

and consulting general and 

specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate 
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understanding of word 

relationships and nuances 

in word meanings. 

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and 

use accurately a range of 

general academic and 

domain-specific words and 

phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening at the college 

and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence 

in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when 

encountering an unknown 

term important to 

comprehension or 

expression. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely 

to determine what the text 

says explicitly and to make 

logical inferences and 

relevant connections from 

it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or 

speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from 

the text 
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Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 
GOALS 
     
RL.6.1-7, 10 
 
W.6 2-10 
 
SL.6.1, 4, 5, 6 
               
L.6.1-6 
 

 

 

              

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          

 Recognize and identify indirect characterization of first person narrators and speakers 

 Distinguish between tone and mood 

 Trace theme development through various literary techniques employed by an author 

 Demonstrate the impact of one’s experiences on his creations 

 Demonstrate the impact of historical events on the author’s creation 

 Construct an effective and well written personal narrative 

 Construct an effective and well written research report/oral presentation 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS                                                
Students will understand that… 

 Voice is developed throughout a piece 

 The voice created is directly linked to the dominant impression an 
author seeks to develop 

 Tone belongs to the writer, whereas mood impacts the reader 

 Word choice is purposeful and intentional, not accidental 

 Varying sentence structure, using paragraphing and punctuation 
creatively, and employing sound devices help writers achieve their 
goals 

 Literary art is an expression of self and embodies the spirit of the 
writer 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 

1. How does an author create 

realistic, compelling narrators 

and speakers? 
2. How do literary devices affect 

tone and mood in a piece of 

literature? 
3. What impact do word choice, 

sentence structure, and sound 

devices have on a piece’s 

effectiveness? 
4. What writing techniques do 

authors use to elaborate and 

effectively communicate their 

messages? 
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5. How is an author’s own 

experiences influential in his/her 

writing? 
6. How does an author use 

connections to history to help get 

their message across? 
7. How do you construct an 

effective memoir that relates a 

personal experience in a 

compelling way? 
8. How do you construct an 

effective research report that 

adequately informs the reader of 

the topic? 
9.  How do you research effectively? 
10. What is the difference between 

primary and secondary 

documents? How do you 

effectively use both? 
11. How do you cite your research in 

your piece 
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Acquisition 

Students will know…                                            
 The difference between narrators and speakers 

The difference between a dominant impression vs. a theme or 
thesis 

 The difference between tone and mood and how they are 
developed  

 The difference between connotation 
vs. denotation 

 Which literary techniques authors employ to give authenticity to 
both narrators/speakers and their conflicts 

Students will be skilled at…                 
 Recreating a narrator’s and speaker’s experience   

 Identifying sensory detail, figurative language, and colloquial 
language and explaining their impact on the development of 
voice 

 Using sensory detail and  figurative language to communicate a 
message 

 Choosing precise words, varied syntax, and rhythm to develop 
tone and mood 

 Using literary techniques like dialect, allusion, and humor 
purposefully 

 Recognizing an author’s message and supporting it with textual 
evidence 

 Storytelling to communicate a message 
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Stage 2 - Evidence 

Evaluative Criteria Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments PERFORMANCE TASK(S):                                                                                                              
 Group discussion 

 Think, Pair, Share 

 Subjective Comprehension Questions 

 Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 
 Extending Narratives Stylistically 

 Narrative Writing 

 Peer Evaluation 

 Response Journals 

 Vocabulary 

 Vocabulary Assessments 

Summative Assessments OTHER EVIDENCE: 
 Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 

 Objective Assessments: multiple choice, matching, True/False 

 Oral Presentations 

 Research Paper 

 Creative Writing: personal narratives 

 IXL activities 
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Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 

 
o Literary Resources 

         The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 (novel and film) 
          Independent reading 
          IXL 
          Supplementary Materials: 
                                   History Channel videos: African Slave Trade and Amistad 
                                   Amistad film trailer 
                                   Amistad mural activity/journal entries 
                                    The Emancipation Proclamation 
                                    Letter from a Birmingham Dream 
                                   “I have a dream…” speech 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  Development of historical cultural context in 

novels (late 1800s to  mid 1900s) 
 Primary and secondary documents 

capturing/recapturing historical events 

Integration of Technology:  Use of appropriate IXL and Newsela 
assignments on literary standards and related 

topics 

 Use of wpponline.com writing program for 
drafting and revising 

 Use of Google Classroom for online discussion 

boards and shared Slides responses 

 Use of Google Docs for drafting and revising 

Integrated accommodations and modifications for special education 

students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, 

gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans; 

  

Students with IEPs, 504s, and/or Students at Risk of 

Failure: 

   Teacher-led guided reading groups 

   Oral and written instructions, with opportunities for 

restatement and monitoring of progress 

   Use of audiobooks 

   Use of low-level/high-interest books  

   Use of texts with visuals (ie, graphic novels) 

   Individual conferences with students regarding 

reading and writing progress and needs 

Use of differentiated levels of and SmartScore goals on 

IXL 

Gifted & Talented Students: 

   Assignment of higher Lexile levels on Newsela 
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Use of differentiated levels of and SmartScore goals on 

IXL 

   Selection of more challenging independent texts 

 More Challenging Writing Tasks completed 
with more independence 

 Use of extension activities and texts  

       ELL Students 

 Translations of texts and assignment sheets 

as appropriate 

 Use of texts with visuals (ie graphic novels) 

 Teacher-led guided reading groups 

 Individual conferences with students 

regarding reading progress and needs 

 Option of answering questions in first 

language, in bullet points, etc. as writing 

skills are developed 

  Use of differentiated levels, Spanish language 

assignments, and SmartScore goals on IXL 

Formative, summative, benchmark and alternative assessments 

  

 Assessment format adjusted (ie, chunking of 
sections, less questions or options) 

 Oral presentations reviewed and practiced with 

teacher 
 Alternative questions assigned, to scaffold 

comprehension and aid higher-order thinking 

and analysis 

 Classwide brainstorming, organizing and 
gathering of relevant details 

 In-class drafting with conferencing throughout 

the writing process 
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NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 
Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills.  Evidence must include explicit citations of Standards 9.1 Personal Finance, 9.2 Career 

Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training, and 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills.  The citations for each unit must include links to the standards for 

NJSLS CLKS (Career, Life, Key Skills).        

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

 
NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  (21st Century Themes and Skills) 

Personal Finance Literacy 9.1 

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This 
standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, 

habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 

students to make informed decisions about personal 

finance. Financial literacy is an integral component 

of a student's college and career readiness, enabling 

students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, 

and successful careers 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 22-20 

Career Awareness Exploration 

Preparedness and Training  9.2 

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and 

Training. This standard outlines the importance of 

being knowledgeable about one's interests and 

talents, and being well informed about 

postsecondary and career options, career planning, 

and career requirements 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/20

20%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 37-40 

Life Literacies and Key Skills  9.4 

Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard 
outline key literacies and technical skills such as 

critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, and 

technology literacy* that are critical for students to 

develop to live and work in an interconnected 

global economy 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/20

20%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 43-52 

  

9.1.8.CR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, 

volunteer service, and charities in community development 

and the quality of life in a variety of cultures. (memoir unit) 
9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through 

strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 

(memoir unit) 
9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various 

financial scenarios. • (memoir unit) 
 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and 

behavior (rational and irrational) in making financial 

decisions. • (memoir unit) 
9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to 

managing money (e.g., delayed gratification, impulse buying, 

peer pressure, etc.). (memoir unit) 
9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect 

.9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational 

choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal behavior 

affect income. (The Watsons) 
9.2.8.CAP.19: Relate academic achievement, as represented 

by high school diplomas, college degrees, and industry 

credentials, to employability and to potential level (Watsons) 

• 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences 

with sensitivity and respect (e.g., 1.5.8.C1a). • (The Watsons 

and memoir unit) 
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and 

perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group 

goal (The Watons) 
• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively 

communicates a data set using formatting techniques such as 

form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping 

(e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). (Graphing Activity 
• 9.4.8.IML.9: Distinguish between ethical and unethical uses 

of information and media (e.g., 1.5.8.CR3b, 8.2.8.EC.2). ( 

research paper) 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and 

deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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one’s personal budget. (The Watsons and memoir unit) 
9.1.8.PB.5: Identify factors that affect one’s goals, including 

peers, culture, location, and past experiences. (memoir unit 

 

audience. • civil rights figures 

presentation)                   9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of 

the creator on the  content, production, and delivery of 

information  (e.g., 8.2.8.ED.1) (civil rights figures  paper) 
• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present 

information digitally. (civil rights figures presentation) 
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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning 

Objectives (CCSS)/(NJSLS) 
 

Assessment 
(How the student will demonstrate knowledge) 

 

 

Suggested Length of Study and Dates 
 

How does an author 

create realistic, 

compelling narrators 

and speakers? 
 
How do literary 

devices affect tone and 

mood in a piece of 

literature? 
 
What impact do word 

choice, sentence 

structure, and sound 

devices have on a 

piece’s effectiveness? 
 

 

What writing 

techniques do authors 

use to elaborate and 

effectively 

communicate their 

messages? 
 
How is an author’s 

own experiences 

influential in his/her 

writing? 

NJSLSA.R2. Determine 

central ideas or themes of a 

text and analyze their 

development; summarize 

the key supporting details 

and ideas. 

NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how 

and why individuals, 

events, and ideas develop 

and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret 

words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including 

determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape 

meaning or tone. 

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the 

structure of texts, including 

how specific sentences, 

paragraphs, and larger 

portions of the text (e.g., a 

section, chapter, scene, or 

stanza) relate to each other 

and the whole. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how 

point of view or purpose 

shapes the content and 

 Group discussion 

 Think, Pair, Share 

 Subjective Comprehension Questions 

 Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring 

textual evidence 

 Objective Assessments: multiple choice, 

matching, True/False 

 Exit tickets/Response journals 

 Persuasive Essay 

 

8-10 weeks 
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How does an author 

use connections to 

history to help get 

their message across? 
 
How do you construct 

an effective memoir 

that relates a personal 

experience in a 

compelling way? 
How do you construct 

an effective research 

report that adequately 

informs the reader of 

the topic? 
 
How do you research 

effectively? 
 
What is the difference 

between primary and 

secondary 

documents? How do 

you effectively use 

both? 
 
How do you cite your 

research in your 

piece? 
 

 

style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R9. Analyze and 

reflect on how two or more 

texts address similar 

themes or topics in order to 

build knowledge or to 

compare the approaches 

the authors take. 

NJSLSA.R10. Read and 

comprehend complex 

literary and informational 

texts independently and 

proficiently with 

scaffolding as needed. 

NJSLSA.W2. Write 

informative/explanatory 

texts to examine and 

convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and 

accurately through the 

effective selection, 

organization, and analysis 

of content. 

NJSLSA.W3. Write 

narratives to develop real 

or imagined experiences or 

events using effective 

technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce 

clear and coherent writing 

in which the development, 

organization, and style are 

appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 
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NJSLSA.W5. Develop and 

strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach. 

NJSLSA.W6. Use 

technology, including the 

Internet, to produce and 

publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate 

with others. 

NJSLSA.W7. Conduct 

short as well as more 

sustained research 

projects, utilizing an 

inquiry-based research 

process, based on focused 

questions, demonstrating 

understanding of the 

subject under 

investigation. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather 

relevant information from 

multiple print and digital 

sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of 

each source, and integrate 

the information while 

avoiding plagiarism. 
 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw 

evidence from literary or 

informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, 

and research. 
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NJSLSA.W10. Write 

routinely over extended 

time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time 

frames (a single sitting or a 

day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for 

and participate effectively 

in a range of conversations 

and collaborations with 

diverse partners, building 

on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own 

clearly and persuasively. 

NJSLSA.SL4. Present 

information, findings, and 

supporting evidence such 

that listeners can follow the 

line of reasoning and the 

organization, development, 

and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and 

audience. 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make 

strategic use of digital 

media and visual displays 

of data to express 

information and enhance 

understanding of 

presentations. 

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt 

speech to a variety of 

contexts and 
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communicative tasks, 

demonstrating command of 

formal English when 

indicated or appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate 

command of the 

conventions of standard 

English grammar and 

usage when writing or 

speaking. 

NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate 

command of the 

conventions of standard 

English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. 

NJSLSA.L3. Apply 

knowledge of language to 

understand how language 

functions in different 

contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or 

style, and to comprehend 

more fully when reading or 

listening.   

NJSLSA.L4. Determine or 

clarify the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-

meaning words and 

phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing 

meaningful word parts, 

and consulting general and 

specialized reference 

materials, as appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate 
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understanding of word 

relationships and nuances 

in word meanings. 

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and 

use accurately a range of 

general academic and 

domain-specific words and 

phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, 

and listening at the college 

and career readiness level; 

demonstrate independence 

in gathering vocabulary 

knowledge when 

encountering an unknown 

term important to 

comprehension or 

expression. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely 

to determine what the text 

says explicitly and to make 

logical inferences and 

relevant connections from 

it; cite specific textual 

evidence when writing or 

speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from 

the text 
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Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 
GOALS 
     
RL.6.1-7, 10 
 
W.6 2-10 
 
SL.6.1, 4, 5, 6 
               
L.6.1-6 
 

 

 

              

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          
Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                          

 Recognize and identify indirect characterization of first person narrators and speakers 

 Distinguish between tone and mood 

 Trace theme development through various literary techniques employed by an author 

 Demonstrate the impact of one’s experiences on his creations 

 Demonstrate the impact of historical events on the author’s creation 

 Construct an effective and well written personal narrative 

 Construct an effective and well written research report/oral presentation 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS                                                
Students will understand that… 

 Voice is developed throughout a piece 

 The voice created is directly linked to the dominant impression 
an author seeks to develop 

 Tone belongs to the writer, whereas mood impacts the reader 

 Word choice is purposeful and intentional, not accidental 

 Varying sentence structure, using paragraphing and 
punctuation creatively, and employing sound devices help 
writers achieve their goals 

 Literary art is an expression of self and embodies the spirit of 
the writer 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
1. How does an author create realistic, 

compelling narrators and speakers? 
2. How do literary devices affect tone and 

mood in a piece of literature? 
1. What impact do word choice, sentence 

structure, and sound devices have on a 

piece’s effectiveness? 
2. What writing techniques do authors use to 

elaborate and effectively communicate their 

messages? 
3. How is an author’s own experiences 

influential in his/her writing? 
4. How do you construct an effective 

persuasive essay that adequately 

convinces  the reader of their position? 
5. How do you research effectively? 
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Acquisition 

Students will know…                                            
 The difference between narrators and speakers 

The difference between a dominant impression vs. a theme or 
thesis 

 The difference between tone and mood and how they are 
developed  

 The difference between connotation 
vs. denotation 

 Which literary techniques authors employ to give authenticity to 
both narrators/speakers and their conflicts 

Students will be skilled at…                 
 Recreating a narrator’s and speaker’s 

experience   

 Identifying sensory detail, figurative 
language, and colloquial language and 
explaining their impact on the 
development of voice 

 Using sensory detail and  figurative 
language to communicate a message 

 Choosing precise words, varied syntax, 
and rhythm to develop tone and mood 

 Using literary techniques like dialect, 
allusion, and humor purposefully 

 Recognizing an author’s message and 
supporting it with textual evidence 

 Storytelling to communicate a message 
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Stage 2 - Evidence 

Evaluative Criteria Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessments PERFORMANCE TASK(S):                                                                                                              
 Group discussion 

 Think, Pair, Share 

 Subjective Comprehension Questions 

 Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 

 Extending Narratives Stylistically 

 Narrative Writing 

 Peer Evaluation 

 Response Journals 

 Vocabulary 

 Vocabulary Assessments 

Summative Assessments OTHER EVIDENCE: 
 Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 

 Objective Assessments: multiple choice, matching, True/False 

 Persuasive Essay 

 IXL  

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 
Literary Resources 

         Freak the Mighty (novel and film) 
          Independent reading 
          IXL 
          Supplementary Materials: 
                                   The Mighty film 
                                  “The Future of Medicine: Bionic Limbs and Robotic Surgery” article 
                                  Online Exhibition- The United States Holocaust Museum: The Disabled and The Holocaust 
                                    www.nps.gov: The Disability Rights Movement             

http://www.nps.gov/
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 The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  Development of historical cultural context in 

novels (late 1800s to  mid 1900s) 
 Primary and secondary documents 

capturing/recapturing historical events 

Integration of Technology:  Use of appropriate IXL and Newsela 

assignments on literary standards and related 
topics 

 Use of wpponline.com writing program for 

drafting and revising 
 Use of Google Classroom for online discussion 

boards and shared Slides responses 

 Use of Google Docs for drafting and revising 

Integrated accommodations and modifications for special education 

students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, 

gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans; 

  

Students with IEPs, 504s, and/or Students at Risk of 

Failure: 

   Teacher-led guided reading groups 

Use of differentiated levels of and SmartScore goals on 

IXL 

   Oral and written instructions, with opportunities for 

restatement and monitoring of progress 

   Use of audiobooks 

   Use of low-level/high-interest books  

   Use of texts with visuals (ie, graphic novels) 

   Individual conferences with students regarding 

reading and writing progress and needs 

Gifted & Talented Students: 

   Assignment of higher Lexile levels on Newsela 

Use of differentiated levels of and SmartScore goals on 
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IXL 

   Selection of more challenging independent texts 

 More Challenging Writing Tasks completed 

with more independence 

 Use of extension activities and texts  

       ELL Students 

 Translations of texts and assignment sheets 

as appropriate 

 Use of texts with visuals (ie graphic novels) 

 Teacher-led guided reading groups 

 Individual conferences with students 

regarding reading progress and needs 

 Option of answering questions in first 

language, in bullet points, etc. as writing 

skills are developed 

  Use of differentiated levels, Spanish language 

assignments, and SmartScore goals on IXL 

Formative, summative, benchmark and alternative assessments 

  

 Assessment format adjusted (ie, chunking of 

sections, less questions or options) 
 Oral presentations reviewed and practiced with 

teacher 

 Alternative questions assigned, to scaffold 
comprehension and aid higher-order thinking 

and analysis 

 Classwide brainstorming, organizing and 

gathering of relevant details 
 In-class drafting with conferencing throughout 

the writing process 
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NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 
Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills.  Evidence must include explicit citations of Standards 9.1 Personal Finance, 9.2 Career 

Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training, and 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills.  The citations for each unit must include links to the standards for 

NJSLS CLKS (Career, Life, Key Skills).        

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

 
NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  (21st Century Themes and Skills) 

Personal Finance Literacy 9.1 

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This 
standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, 

habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 

students to make informed decisions about personal 

finance. Financial literacy is an integral component 

of a student's college and career readiness, enabling 

students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, 

and successful careers 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 22-20 

Career Awareness Exploration 

Preparedness and Training  9.2 

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and 

Training. This standard outlines the importance of 

being knowledgeable about one's interests and 

talents, and being well informed about 

postsecondary and career options, career planning, 

and career requirements 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/20

20%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 37-40 

Life Literacies and Key Skills  9.4 

Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard 
outline key literacies and technical skills such as 

critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, and 

technology literacy* that are critical for students to 

develop to live and work in an interconnected 

global economy 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/20

20%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 43-52 

  

9.1.8.CR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, 

volunteer service, and charities in community development 

and the quality of life in a variety of cultures. (persuasive 

unit) 
9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through 

strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 

(persuasive unit) 
9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various 

financial scenarios. • (persuasive unit) 
 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and 

behavior (rational and irrational) in making financial 

decisions. • (persuasive unit) 
9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to 

managing money (e.g., delayed gratification, impulse buying, 

peer pressure, etc.). (persuasive unitt) 

.9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational 

choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal behavior 

affect income.  (Freak the Mighty unit) 

 
9.2.8.CAP.19: Relate academic achievement, as represented 

by high school diplomas, college degrees, and industry 

credentials, to employability and to potential level  (Freak 

the Mighty unit) 

 

• 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences 

with sensitivity and respect (e.g., 1.5.8.C1a). •  (Freak the 

Mighty unit and persuasive unit) 
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and 

perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group 

goal (Freak the Mighty unit) 
• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively 

communicates a data set using formatting techniques such as 

form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping 

(e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). (Graphing Activity 
• 9.4.8.IML.9: Distinguish between ethical and unethical uses 

of information and media (e.g., 1.5.8.CR3b, 8.2.8.EC.2). 

(persuasive  paper) 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and 

deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect 

one’s personal budget. (Freak the Mighty unit) 
9.1.8.PB.5: Identify factors that affect one’s goals, including 

peers, culture, location, and past experiences. (persuasive 

unit) 

 

audience. • civil rights figures 

presentation)                   9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of 

the creator on the  content, production, and delivery of 

information  (e.g., 8.2.8.ED.1) (persuasive  paper) 
• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present 

information digitally. (persuasive paper) 
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Unit of Study 
Essential Questions 
(Purpose of Unit of Study) 

Key Learning Objectives 
(CCSS)/(NJSLS) 
 

Assessment 
(How the student will 

demonstrate knowledge) 
 

 

Suggested Length of Study and Dates 
 

Can the students predict 
the definition of 

vocabulary using 

context clues? 
 
Can the students 

demonstrate the proper 
use of the vocabulary 

words in written and 

oral language? 
 
Are students cultivating 

word consciousness, or 
their enthusiasm, 

interest, and ability to 

understand words as 
meaning-bearing 

entities? 

 
Are students engaging 

in word learning as an 

active, generative, 
integrative, and 

meaning-making 

process that supports 

their reading 
comprehension and 

writing skills? 

NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and 

phrases as they are used in a text, 

including determining technical, 

connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific 

word choices shape meaning or 

tone. 

NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure 

of texts, including how specific 

sentences, paragraphs, and larger 

portions of the text (e.g., a section, 

chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to 

each other and the whole. 

NJSLSA.R10. Read and 

comprehend complex literary and 

informational texts independently 

and proficiently with scaffolding as 

needed. 
 
NJSLSA.RL.6.4. Determine the 

meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of 

a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 
  
NJSLSA.RI.6.4. Determine the 

meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and 

 Group discussion 

 Think, Pair, Share 

 Open-ended Writing 

Tasks, requiring textual 

evidence 

 Objective Assessments: 

multiple choice, 

matching, True/False 

 Nightly independent 

practice 

 Oral Presentations 

 

40 weeks 
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Are students applying 
new vocabulary using a 

variety of strategies in 

oral and written 
language? 

 
Can the students use 
semantic and syntactic 

clues from illustrations 

and surrounding text in 
order to infer word 

meanings? 

 

 

technical meanings. 
  

NJSLSA.W6.1.C. Use words, 

phrases, and clauses to clarify the 

relationships among claim(s) and 

reasons. 

NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of 

digital media and visual displays of 

data to express information and 

enhance understanding of 

presentations. 

NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a 

variety of contexts and 

communicative tasks, 

demonstrating command of formal 

English when indicated or 

appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L3. Apply knowledge of 

language to understand how 

language functions in different 

contexts, to make effective choices 

for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when 

reading or listening.   

NJSLSA.L4. Determine or clarify 

the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context clues, 

analyzing meaningful word parts, 

and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials, as 

appropriate. 

NJSLSA.L5. Demonstrate 

understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word 
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meanings. 

NJSLSA.L6. Acquire and use 

accurately a range of general 

academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases sufficient for 

reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career 

readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering 

vocabulary knowledge when 

encountering an unknown term 

important to comprehension or 

expression. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to 

determine what the text says 

explicitly and to make logical 

inferences and relevant connections 

from it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hanover Township Public Schools 

Language Arts Curriculum 

                                     Grade: 6  
 

Stage 1 Desired Results 

ESTABLISHED 
GOALS 
     
RL.6.1, 4-5, 10 
 
W.6 1C 
 
SL.6. 5-6 
               
L.6.3-6 
 

 

 

              

Transfer 

Students will be able to independently use their learning to…                                                                                

  
 predict the definition of vocabulary using context clues 

 demonstrate the proper use of the vocabulary words in written and oral language 

 cultivate word consciousness, or their enthusiasm, interest, and ability to understand words as meaning-bearing 

entities 

 engage in word learning as an active, generative, integrative, and meaning-making process that supports their reading 
comprehension and writing skills 

  apply new vocabulary using a variety of strategies in oral and written language 

  use semantic and syntactic clues from illustrations and surrounding text in order to infer word meanings 

Meaning 

UNDERSTANDINGS                                                
Students will understand that… 

 There are classical Latin and Greek roots, prefixes, and 
suffixes that allow us to predict the meaning of new 
vocabulary words 

 There are skills to comprehend unfamiliar words 

 By studying a word’s context, we may find clues to its 
meaning 

 There are three types of context clues: restatement clues 
(synonym), contrast clues (antonym), and inference clues 

 Parts of speech informs us about how words function 
within a piece of writing 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
 

1. Can the students predict the definition of 

vocabulary using context clues? 
2. Can the students demonstrate the proper use 

of the vocabulary words in written and oral 

language? 

3. Are students cultivating word consciousness, 

or their enthusiasm, interest, and ability to 

understand words as meaning-bearing 

entities? 
4. Are students engaging in word learning as 

an active, generative, integrative, and 

meaning-making process that supports their 

reading comprehension and writing skills? 
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5. Are students applying new vocabulary using 

a variety of strategies in oral and written 

language? 

6. Can the students use semantic and syntactic 

clues from illustrations and surrounding text 

in order to infer word meanings 

Acquisition 

Students will know…                                            
 How to use classical Greek and Latin roots, prefixes, and 

suffixes to predict the meanings of words 

 The three different types of context clues 

 How to use the three types of context clues to predict the 
meanings of words 

 The difference between connotation 
vs. denotation 

 That some words can represent multiple parts of speech 

 That changing the part of speech of the word can change 
the meaning of the word 

Students will be skilled at…                 
 

  Determining or clarifying the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

 

 Using context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Using common, grade-appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, 
bellicose, rebel). 
  

 Consulting reference materials (e.g., 
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a 
word or determine or clarify its precise meaning 
or its part of speech. 
  

 Verifying the preliminary determination of the 
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in 
a dictionary). 
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 Demonstrating the proper use of the 
vocabulary words in written and oral 
language 

 

Stage 2 - Evidence 

Evaluative 
Criteria 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative 
Assessments 

PERFORMANCE TASK(S):                                                                                                              
 Group discussion 

 Think, Pair, Share 

 Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 

 Objective Assessments: multiple choice, matching, True/False 

 Nightly independent practice 

 Oral Presentations 

Summative 
Assessments 

OTHER EVIDENCE: 
 Open-ended Writing Tasks, requiring textual evidence 

 Objective Assessments: multiple choice, matching, True/False 

 Oral Presentations 

 IXL activities 

 Kahoot! Vocabulary Games 

Stage 3 – Learning Plan 

Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction 
o Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop: Level A 

         Units 1-15  
          Sadlier Connect Digital Resources platform 
          In-text unit QR codes 
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The following activities and experiences for students are examples of the integration of specific skills and strategies which 

support student achievement for the unit. 

Interdisciplinary Connections:  Reading of excerpts across numerous disciplines to 

introduce vocabulary words 
 Use in conjunction with Reading vocabulary to better 

comprehend works of literature and non-fiction 

Integration of Technology:  Use of the Sadlier Connect Digital Resources Platform 

 Use of Google Form review activities and assessments 

 Use of Google Classroom for online discussion boards and 
shared Slides responses 

 Use of Kahoot! and Quizlet for review games and study 

materials 

Integrated accommodations and modifications for special 

education students, English language learners, students at risk 

of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 

504 plans; 

  

Students with IEPs, 504s, and/or Students at Risk of Failure: 

   Teacher-led guided reading groups 

   Oral and written instructions, with opportunities for restatement 

and monitoring of progress 

   Use of audio materials in introducing vocabulary word 

pronunciations 

   Splitting the 20 word unit into two units of ten words each 

   Utilizing modified assessments where needed 

 

Gifted & Talented Students: 

   Allow additional instruction utilizing words from the Level D 

edition of Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop 

 

  ELL Students 
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 Translations of texts and assignment sheets as 

appropriate 

 Use of texts with visuals (ie graphic novels) 

 Teacher-led guided reading groups 

 Use of audio materials in introducing vocabulary word 

pronunciations 

    Splitting the 20 word unit into two units of ten words 

each 

 Option of answering questions in first language 

Formative, summative, benchmark and alternative assessments 

  

 Assessment format adjusted (ie, chunking of sections, less 

questions or options) 
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NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 
Integration of Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills.  Evidence must include explicit citations of Standards 9.1 Personal Finance, 9.2 Career 

Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and Training, and 9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills.  The citations for each unit must include links to the standards for 

NJSLS CLKS (Career, Life, Key Skills).        

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

 
NJSLS – Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  (21st Century Themes and Skills) 

Personal Finance Literacy 9.1 

Standard 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy: This 
standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, 

habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for 

students to make informed decisions about personal 

finance. Financial literacy is an integral component 

of a student's college and career readiness, enabling 

students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, 

and successful careers 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2

020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 12-13; 88-89; 98-99; 174-175 

Career Awareness Exploration 

Preparedness and Training  9.2 

Career Awareness, Exploration, Preparation and 

Training. This standard outlines the importance of 

being knowledgeable about one's interests and 

talents, and being well informed about 

postsecondary and career options, career planning, 

and career requirements 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/20

20%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

PAGES 50-51; 60-61; 126-127; 136-137; 

174-175 

Life Literacies and Key Skills  9.4 

Life Literacies and Key Skills. This standard 
outline key literacies and technical skills such as 

critical thinking, global and cultural awareness, and 

technology literacy* that are critical for students to 

develop to live and work in an interconnected 

global economy 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/20

20%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf 

 

PAGES 12-13; 22-23; 50-51; 60-61; 108-

109; 126-127; 146-147; 174-175 

  

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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9.1.8.CR.1: Compare and contrast the role of philanthropy, 

volunteer service, and charities in community development 

and the quality of life in a variety of cultures. (unit 

introductory excerpts) 
9.1.8.CR.2: Compare various ways to give back through 

strengths, passions, goals, and other personal factors. 

(vocabulary in writing practice assignments) 
9.1.8.FP.1: Describe the impact of personal values on various 

financial scenarios. • (unit introductory excerpts) 
 9.1.8.FP.2: Evaluate the role of emotions, attitudes, and 

behavior (rational and irrational) in making financial 

decisions. • (unit introductory excerpts) 
9.1.8.FP.3: Explain how self-regulation is important to 

managing money (e.g., delayed gratification, impulse buying, 

peer pressure, etc.). (unit introductory excerpts) 
9.1.8.PB.2: Explain how different circumstances can affect 

one’s personal budget. (vocabulary in writing practice 

assignments) 
9.1.8.PB.5: Identify factors that affect one’s goals, including 

peers, culture, location, and past experiences. (vocabulary in 

writing practice assignments 

 

.9.2.8.CAP.3: Explain how career choices, educational 

choices, skills, economic conditions, and personal behavior 

affect income. (vocabulary in writing practice assignments) 
9.2.8.CAP.19: Relate academic achievement, as represented 

by high school diplomas, college degrees, and industry 

credentials, to employability and to potential level 

(vocabulary in writing practice assignments) 

• 9.4.8.GCA.1: Model how to navigate cultural differences 

with sensitivity and respect (e.g., 1.5.8.C1a). • (unit 

introductory excerpts) 
9.4.8.GCA.2: Demonstrate openness to diverse ideas and 

perspectives through active discussions to achieve a group 

goal (unit introductory excerpts) 
• 9.4.8.IML.3: Create a digital visualization that effectively 

communicates a data set using formatting techniques such as 

form, position, size, color, movement, and spatial grouping 

(e.g., 6.SP.B.4, 7.SP.B.8b). (Graphing Activity 
• 9.4.8.IML.9: Distinguish between ethical and unethical uses 

of information and media (e.g., 1.5.8.CR3b, 8.2.8.EC.2). ( 

Sadlier Connect Digital Resources Platform) 
9.4.8.IML.12: Use relevant tools to produce, publish, and 

deliver information supported with evidence for an authentic 

audience. (vocabulary in writing practice 

assignments))                   9.4.8.IML.13: Identify the impact of 

the creator on the  content, production, and delivery of 

information  (e.g., 8.2.8.ED.1) (civil rights figures  paper) 
• 9.4.8.TL.3: Select appropriate tools to organize and present 

information digitally. (vocabulary in writing practice 

assignments) 

 

 


